
Who is Jesus? THE WORLD OF JESUS AND THE PEOPLE OF JESUS

Where did the story of Jesus take place?

ωPalestine (today is known as Israel)
ωAbout 150 miles long
ω60 miles wide at its broadest point
ωAbout 3 times the size of Cook County
ωA mix of mountains, deserts, valleys, fertile  

land, and rocky land
ωDivided by the Jordan River
ωBodies of water include Sea of Galilee,  

Dead Sea, Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea 
ωJerusalem: capital city
ωShepherds and Farmers ςagrarian and 

nomadic
ωRuled by the Roman Empire
ωRelied on oral communication



Who is Jesus?

Who governed the land?

ÅFor centuries, Palestine endured 

waves of invasions

Å5ǳǊƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ  

occupied by the Roman Empire, that 

means taxation by a foreign power

ÅPalestine was Governed by Tetrarchs 

(Herod Antipas), kings (Herod the 

Great), procurators (Pontius Pilate)

ÅMilitary occupation
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Who is Jesus?

Where was Jesus born?

BETHLEHEM
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But you, O Bethlehem,
who are little to be among the clans 
of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. (Micah 5:2)



Who is Jesus?

Where did Jesus grow up and where did he live as an adult?

Nazareth

Where Mary and 
Joseph lived

Capernaum

tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

Where Jesus was living 
as an adult
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Who is Jesus?

Where did the story of Jesus come to its dramatic conclusion?

Jerusalem
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Who is Jesus?

Who were some of the political and religious groups of the time?
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o Sadducees ςpriestly class tried to get 
along with Rome

o Pharisees ςmoderates who focused 
on living the Law

o Sanhedrin ςJewish religious court
o Scribes (Jewish scholars)
o Essenes ςwithdrew from society 

(Qumran ςDead Sea Scrolls)
o Zealots ςsought Jewish 

independence
o Gentiles ςnon-Jews
o Samaritans ςJews who intermarried 

during the Exile



Who is Jesus?

Who were the disciplesof Jesus?

Å5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά[ŜŀǊƴŜǊΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊέ

ÅAll Rabbis (Jewish teachers) had disciples

Å{ƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ

ÅJesus sent out 72 disciples (Luke 10)

ÅWe are called to be disciples
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Who is Jesus?

Who were the Apostles of Jesus?

The Twelve

Simon(who is called Peter);

Andrewό{ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊύΤ 

James, son of Zebedee; (James the Greater)

John(brother of James); 

Philip;

Bartholomew(Nathaniel); 

Thomas;

Matthew, the tax collector (Levi); 

James, son of Alphaeus(James the Less), 

Thaddaeus(Jude, son of James); 

Simonthe Zealot;

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus
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