THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles

e Miracles were seen as visible examples of
God’s control over the world.

e Miracles provoked awe, reverence, fear.
Miracles were signs of God’s victory over evil.

e Miracles were signs of the presence and
power of the Kingdom of God.

e Jesus’ miracles reveal the power of God.




THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles of Healing

e Those who were ill were often pushed to the
edge of society = outcasts.
e Sickness often was seen as a consequence of
personal sin (or inherited sin).
e Jesus heals with compassion, love, and mercy.
e Examples of Jesus’ ]
healings:
o Fever
o Leprosy
o Chronic Bleeding
o Withered hands
o Dropsy
o Deafness
o Blindness
o Paralysis




THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles of Exorcism

e Jesus liberates those who are victims of evil
spirits.

e People believed that evil finds its way into
everyday living: humans are helpless in the
face of evil

e Jesus himself struggled with Satan
(temptation in the
desert)

e God’s victory will be
complete when all evil
is removed from
creation.

e Jesus’ exorcisms - his
power over Satan —is
a sign of God’s saving
power.

e They are central to his
proclamation of the
Kingdom of God.




THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles of Nature

e Jesus shows mastery over the forces of
creation.

e Jesus calms the
storm.

e Jesus walks on
the water.

e Jesus feeds 5000
people with 5
loaves and 2 fish.

e Jesus changes
water into wine.

e Jesus brings back people from the dead:
Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter, the son of the
widow of Naim.

e Jesus addresses the presence of evil with the
power of God which overcomes such evil.

e Jesus shows the power over nature that God
shows in the Old Testament.
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THE MIRACLES OF JESUS

Miracles and Faith

e Jesus is not a “miracle worker” or magician.
He performs miracles to show the power of
God.

e Jesus was often reluctant to perform
miracles. Rather, people come to him.

e Jesus makes a constant link between miracles
and faith. Jesus demands total trust and faith
— acknowledgment of God’s power.

e Lack of faith
sometimes stood in
the way of Jesus
performing miracles.

e Jesus wanted people
to believe in him, not
just in signs.

e Faith leads to
transformed lives.




