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SYnopsis: the gospel of st. luke is the basis for the accounting of the events leading up to and culminating in the birth of the infant jesus in a manger in bethlehem. the narrator provides the motivation for st. luke’s accounting and background for the plot. all speaking actors perform the gospel stories oratorio-style from the lectern. the younger childern are silent, costumed actors creating a live nativity scene at the conclusion.
references are taken from the text and annotations of: 
the new american bible, catholic book publishing, new york, the gospel of    st. luke prologue, chapter 1-selections, chapter 2-lines 1-20.
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CAST in order of appearance (all are older student speaking parts read from the script at the podium):
NarratoR
St. Luke
Zechariah
Angel Gabriel
Mary
elizabeth

Nativity set Players (all are younger children, non speaking, acting parts):
mary
joseph
angelS (prefer 2-4)
shepherds (prefer 2)
OPTIONAL ANIMALS

Set props: nativity backdrop with Rustic manger, Infant doll wrapped in swaddling blanket, Shepherds’ lanterns & crooks, angels with candles, optional PROP animals IF NOT USING costumed ACTORS


The Nativity Play based upon the gospel of st. luke
(the play is read and enacted in one act. opening is staged with the narrator at the lectern, additional speakers are seated at the bench next to the lectern. All speaking actors are in dress clothes.)
Narrator: good evening and merry christmas. 
the students of the religious education class at st. mary’s have the privilege tonight to read to you the prologue to the gospel of st. luke and enact the infancy narrative of the birth of jesus. the younger children from our parish will act out the arrival of the infant jesus. we thank you in advance for your attention.
(pause)
the gospel of st. luke’s is unique in that it is the only one of the gospels to begin with a literary prologue. the gospel author writes his prologue to you, the reader, calling you “excellent theophilus”—meaning “friend of god.” 
Please allow our class to begin with the Author’s prologue and then continue with stories: 
· the story of the unexxpected pregnancy bestowed through prayer- the conception of the future John the prophet, to zechariah and elizabeth, who was mary’s cousin—
· the story of the appearance of the archangel gabriel to the virgin mary,
· the story of the acceptance of the holy spirit and mary’s conception 
· the story of mary’s visit with elizabeth, then pregnant with the future St.john 
· the story of the great census calling joseph and mary from nazareth to the city of david, called “bethlehem” 
· and finally, the story of the birth of our Lord jesus in a manger

we begin The gospel with the words of its author, St. Luke.


(narrator steps back, making way for st. luke at the lectern.)
St. Luke: The following is taken From the Prologue to the gospel of st. luke: 
“since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received.”
With these intentions, let us begin “The infancy narrative.”
(St. luke sits down. narrator returns to lectern.)
narrator: In the days of herod, king of judea, there was a priest named “zechariah” of the priestly division of abijah; his wife was from the daughters of aaron, and her name was “elizabeth.’ both were righteous in the eyes of god, observing all the commandments and ordinances of the lord blamelessly. but they had no child, because elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in their years.
(Zechariah and angel rise and stand silently behind narrator at podium)
once, when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before god, according to the practice of the priestly service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the lord to burn the incense. then, while the whole assembly of the people was praying outside at the hour of the incense burning, the angel of the lord appeared to him. zechariah was troubled by what he saw and fear came upon him.
but the angel said to him…
(angel and zechariah position together at the podium and read from the same script.narrator steps away from lectern.)
ANGEL: do not be afraid, zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. your wife elizabeth will bear you a son and you shall name him “John.” and you will have joy and gladness and many will rejoice at his birth for he will be great in the sight of the lord. he will drink neither wine nor strong drink. 
he will be filled with the holy spirit,,, even from his mother’s womb,,, and he will turn many of the children of israel to the lord their god. 
he will go before him in the spirit and power of elijah,,, to turn the hearts of the fathers toward children,,, and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous,,, to prepare a people fit for the lord.”
Zechariah (confused): how shall i know this? for i am an old man and my wife is advanced in years.”
angel (slightly irritated, speaks commandingly): i am “gabriel”, who stand before god. i was sent to speak to you and to announce to you this good news. but now you will be speechless and unable to talk until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.
(both sit down, narrator returns to lectern.)
Narrator: meanwhile the people were waiting for zechariah and were amazed he stayed so long in the sanctuary. but when he came out, he was indeed unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had a vision in the sanctuary. he gestured to them but remained mute. 
then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home. after this time, his wife elizabeth conceived. and she went into seclusion for five months, saying, “so has the lord done for me at a time when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace before others.”
(narrator pauses. narrator point of view shifts as he begins the foreshadowing of mary’s conception. speak THE LAST LINES VERY CLEARLY.)
in the sixth month, the angel garbiel was sent from god,,, to a town of galilee called “nazareth” ,,,to a virgin who was betrothed to a man named “joseph”,,,who was of the house of david,,,and the virgin’s name was “mary.”
(mary and gabriel to go to the lectern, read from same script, standing side by side. narrator STEPS AWAY.)
(STAGE NOTE: ANGEL MUST SPEAK CLEARLY AND SLOWLY THESE OPENING LINES are critical. mARY MUST INDEED BE SHOCKED, THEN HUMBLE AND DEVOUT, IN HER delivery.)
angel: hail, favored one! the lord is with you…
do not be afraid, mary, for you have found favor with god…
behold,,, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,,, and you shall call him “jesus”,,, he will be great,,, and will be called “son of the most high” ,,,and the lord god will give him the throne of david,,,his father,,, and he will rule over the house of jacob forever…
and of his kingdom, there will be no end.
mary: how can this be, since i have had no relations with a man?
angel: the holy spirit will come upon you, and the power of the most high will overshadow you.
therefore, the child to be born will be called “holy”, the son of god. 
and behold, elizabeth your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age,,, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren,,, for nothing will be impossible for god. 
mary: behold,,, i am the handmaid of the lord. may it be done to me according to your word. (steps back from podium, head bowed.)
(narrator returns to the podium, angel sits down. Mary stays standing behind elizabeth, ready to return to podium after narrator lines delivered.) 
narrrator: during those days, mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste,,, to a town of judah, where she entered the house of zechariah and greeted elizabeth. 
(narrator steps away from podium, elizabeth joins mary at the lectern. both stand together at lectern, reading from the same script )
(sTAGE NOTE: ELIZABETH POINT OF VIEW IS SURPRISED AND ELATED. SHE’S ALREADY FIGURED OUT GOD’S SPECIAL BLESSINGS UPON BOTH OF THEM—HER SON TO BE JOHN THE PROPHET FOR MARY’S SON, JESUS THE MESSIAH.) 
elizabeth: most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
and how does this happen to me that the mother of my lord should come to me? for at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy! blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the lord would be fulfilled!
mary: my soul proclaims the greatness of the lord, my spirit rejoices in god, my savior, for he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness. 
behold,,, from now on will all ages call me “blessed.” 
the mighty one has done great things for me and holy is his name. 
his mercy is from age to age to those who fear him. he has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. 
he has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly. the hungry he has filled with good things, the rich he has sent away empty. 
he has helped israel, his servant, remembering his mercy, according to the promise to our fathers, to abraham, and to his descendants forever.
(mary and elizabeth BOW THEIR HEADS, THEN LEAVE lectern, sit down and St. Luke AND THE ANGEL return to the lectern. ST. LUKE WILL NARRATE THE REST OF THE GOSPEL.)
ST. Luke: mary remained with elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.
(STAGE Notes: ST. LUKE-pause to change pace for the classic, slow INTRODUCTION TO the story of the birth of jesus. st. luke must VISUALLY CHECK WITH STAGE MANAGERS THAT THE YOUNGER CHILDREN ARE READY AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH. 
THE STAGE MANAGERS WILL SEND UP THE CHILDREN TO WALK IN PAIRS FROM THE BACK OF THE CHURCH, DOWN THE CENTER AISLE, slowly and silently TO THEIR ASSIGNED PLACES AT THE MANGER STAGing AREA. 
AT THE MANGER, MARY WILL PLACE THE INFANT IN THE manger (CRADLE) THEN MARY AND JOSEPH both KNEEL AT EACH END. arriving ANGELS WILL position themselves standing to the side and rear of Joseph. SHEPHERDS ARRIVE AND SIT BELOW MARY AND JOSEPH level, to the side of mary. shepherds KNEEL ON ONE KNEE with crook upright. actor-animals should position sitting below and to the sides of mary and joseph. 
Mary and joseph kneel with hands folded on each side of the crib. angels stand on the joseph side, shepherds kneel on one knee with crooks upright on mary’s side. animals sit below the manger scene in foreground. 
TOGETHER THEY CREATE A STAGED LIVING NATIVITY SCENE BY THE END OF THE GOSPEL STORY.)
St. Luke:In those days a decree went out from caesar augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. 
this was thE first enrollment,,, when quirinius was the governor of syria.
so all went to be enrolled,,, each to his own town. and joseph, too, went up from galilee from the town of nazareth,,, to judea, to the city of david that is called “bethlehem”,,,because he was of the house and family of david,,,to be enrolled with mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
(MARY AND JOSEPH begin WALK TOGETHER from the rear of church down the center aisle. donkey-actor may walk behind mary and joseph.) 
while they were there, the time came for her to have her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
(aLLOW TIME FOR MARY AND JOSEPH TO WALK TO THEIR PLACES.)
now there were shepherds in that region, living in the fields and keeping watch over their flock. The angel Of the lord appeared to them and the glory of the lord shone around them, and they were struck with great fear.
(Angels begin their walk to positions. once they are walking, the speaking angel at the lectern speaks their part.) 
Angel: do not be afraid for behold,,, i proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
for today, in the city of david a savior has been born for you who is messiah and lord. and this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
St. Luke: and suddenly, there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising god and saying, 
ANGEL: (SLOWLY, DELIBERATELY) “glory to god in the highest,,, and on earth,,, peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
(speaking Angel sits down.)
(shEPHERDS BEGIN THEIR WALK DOWN THE AISLE, CONTINUING TO THEIR ASSIGNED PLACES. WHEN THE SHEPHERDS ARE HALF WAY UP THE AISLE, ST. LUKE MAY BEGIN HIS FINAL LINES, delivered slowly.)
St. Luke: when the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds went in haste and found mary and joseph and the infant lying in the manger. when they saw this,,, they made known the message that had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. and mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.
(STAGE NOTE: St. luke should TAKE A LONG PAUSE TO ALLOW THE CONGREGATION TO VIEW THE LIVING NATIVITY, THEN DELIVER THE FINAL LINES THROUGH CONCLUSION.)
then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising god for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.
Priest (unless otherwise agreed for st. luke): this is the word of the lord.
ALL: thanks be to god.  
(this signals the end of the gospel and the end of the nativity play. stage managers direct the children to reserved seating off the stage area so Mass services can continue. 
the living nativity silent actors may return to the manger scene at the invitation of the priest, after mass is concluded, for a congregation final dismissal song while again viewing the living Nativity. 2011- The church of st. mary’s has selected, “All through the night” for the music. the children stay in nativity set position until the congregation is dismissed.)
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